
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We, the members of St. Francis Xavier College Church, form a welcoming Jesuit parish community.   
As followers of Jesus Christ, we praise God, love our neighbors as ourselves, celebrate liturgy and the  
sacraments, engage in lifelong formation and proclaim God’s reign of justice, mercy and peace. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

St. Francis Xavier (College) Church 
 

The Jesuit Parish in the Heart of St. Louis 
3628 Lindell Blvd, St. Louis, MO 63108 

314-977-7300  
sfxstl.org 

Saturday: 5:15 pm, Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:30 am, 4:30pm (when school is in session), 8:00pm (when school is in session) 
 
Online Masses will be posted on our YouTube channel. Subscribe here: tinyurl.com/collegechurchlivestream 
 
Weekday Masses: 7:15 am and noon Monday through Friday, all in main church. (7:15 am Mass only on national holidays.) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays through Fridays,10:30 am through 11:45 am. 

September 24, 2023 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Parish Life Coordinator 
Katie Jansen 
314-977-1954 
katie@sfxstl.org 
 
Canonical Pastor 
Tim McMahon, SJ 
314-977-7300 
frtim@sfxstl.org 
 
Associate Pastor 
Tucker Redding, SJ 
frtucker@sfxstl.org 
 

Stewardship 
Angela Pancella 
314-977-7304 
angela@sfxstl.org 
 

Christian Initiation, Adult 
Formation, & Marriage Ministry 
Joe Milner 
314-977-7305 
joe@sfxstl.org 
 
Liturgy 
Mary Seise 
mary@sfxstl.org 
 
 

Office Manager 
Joyce Miller 
314-977-7300 
joyce@sfxstl.org 
 

Youth Faith Formation  
Julie Kilian 
314-977-7302 
Julie@sfxstl.org 
 
Jennifer Quick 
Jennifer@sfxstl.org 
 

Social Ministry 
Christine Dragonette 
314-977-7309  
christine@sfxstl.org 
 
 

Regional Access Coordinator 
Madeline Powers 
314-282-7205  
madeline@sfxstl.org  
 

Outreach Coordinator 
Cynthia Enghauser 
outreach@sfxstl.org 

 
Director of Wedding Ministry, Young 
Adult Faith, and Marriage Preparation 
Sandy Hauck 
314-977-7303 
sandy@sfxstl.org 
 
Choir Director, Music Ministry 
Ray Sherrock 
rsherrock@desmet.org 
 

Director of Wedding Music 
& Accompanist, Music Ministry 
Sue Martin 
314-977-7313 
sue@sfxstl.org 
 

Pastoral Council Co-Chairs 
Jen Hahn-Petruso and Aimee Wittman 
sfxpc@sfxstl.org 
 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Bridget Brennan 
314-313-0613 
joy@canainstitute.org   

 

PARISH INFORMATION         E-MAIL ADDRESS:  church@sfxstl.org  
 

The Parish Center is closed if St. Louis City Schools are closed due to bad weather.  Activities and 
events are also cancelled. 
 

Hours:  Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Saturday we are closed & Sunday: 8:30 am to 1:00 pm. 
 

Bulletin Notices: must be submitted to church@sfxstl.org by noon on Thursday, ten days before the bulletin date. 
Holidays require additional time.  
 

Infant Baptisms: Visit the Baptism page on the SFX website,  www.sfxstl.org/baptism-1, for information on infant 
baptisms and required preparation class. Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Sunday of the month, at 12 pm. 
Contact frtim@sfxstl.org with questions. 
  

Christian Initiation of Adults: contact Joe Milner at 314-977-7305 or joseph.milner@slu.edu 
 

Marriages: contact Sandy Hauck at 314-977-7303 for scheduling and preparation information.  
 

Funerals: contact Fr. Tim McMahon at frtim@sfxstl.org or 314-977-7300.   
 

Disability Access: Our church has an elevator and hearing assistance system.  Please see an usher for assistance. 
 

Parish Registration: Available online at sfxstl.org/parishioner-registration or at the Parish Center front desk. For 
questions email church@sfxstl.org. 
 

Youth Faith Formation: Catechesis of Good Shepherd classes are available for preschool through 6th grade level 
students. Traditional religious education classes are available for grades 1 through 8. Classes meet September - May on 
Sunday mornings. Contact Jennifer Quick at jennifer@sfxstl.org or Julie Kilian at julie@sfxstl.org for more information. 
 
 

Safe Environment Program Compliance contact Terry Edelmann at terry@sfxstl.org. 
 
To reach the Pastoral Council, email sfxpc@sfxstl.org. 

Online Giving Reminder 
 

Go to https://www.osvhub.com/sfxstl/ 
Or use this QR code. 
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Reflection from Our Associate Pastor 
 

By Fr. Tucker Redding, SJ 
 

Fairness, Justice and Mercy 
 

We tend to have an innate sense of fairness and justice. It may not be perfect, but 
we react when someone is being cheated or treated unfairly…especially when that 
someone is us.  
 

Jesus helps us to examine that sense of justice with the parable of “The Workers in 
the Vineyard.” Jesus describes a landowner who goes out several times during the 
day to hire workers. The final group of workers were brought into the vineyard at 
the end of the day and only worked a short time in comparison to those who 
worked the entire day.  
 

When it was time to pay the workers, everyone received a full day’s wage and those 
that worked the longest had a strong reaction. That makes sense to us. This seems 
completely unfair and unjust. We can imagine ourselves as the workers who were 
there the entire day, or maybe even as those who were there for most of the day. 
Why should the other workers get as much as us? We might even ask, where were 
those other workers all day long?  
 

What if, instead, we imagined that we were the workers who came at the end of the 
day and received the full day’s wage? We might be overjoyed, but I think many of us 
would feel a bit uneasy about the situation. We may not feel worthy of this great 
gift.  
 

This parable is a great example of how Jesus uses parables to provoke a reaction in 
us and teach us about the love and mercy of God. We do have a sense of fairness 
and justice, but we are reminded that God’s capacity for justice, mercy, and  
compassion is beyond our comprehension.  
 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
As high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so high are my ways above your ways 
and my thoughts above your thoughts.” 
 

In the end, what we receive from God is not based on the amount of work that we 
put in or our own merits, but on the generous love of God. Thank God for that.  

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Anonymous Faculty member  
Margaret Baughman  
Samuel Belk  
Leigh Burkhart 
Maureen Carney* 
Tara Chandler 
Bernadette Farrell 
Dick Fleming 
Steve Frank* 
Sue Griffard  
Jessi Haselhorst 
Joanie Hasser* 
Butch Henning* 
Jeanne Hermann* 
Laura Kaiser and Family 
Terry Kippenberger* 
Julianne Lister 
Tom McDermott 
Eddie McDevitt 
Angie Menard* 
Karena Menard* 
Barb Michael 
Rea O’Neill 
Nancy Partridge* & Glider 
Fr. Dick Perl, SJ* 
Helen Risse 
Mark Roddy* 
Jennifer Saunders* 
Mark Segovia 
Fr. Gary Seibert, SJ* 
Ned Spencer 
Greg Stephen 
Robert Wilmott   
* Long-term  
 

Prayer requests to:     
church@sfxstl.org  
Or visit sfxstl.org, and find the 
form under “Parish Life.” 
 

Join our prayer group on 
Zoom, Friday mornings at 9: 
Contact Bridget Brennan at 
joy@canainstitute.org for info. 

Widows and Widowers 
The next meeting of Widows and Widowers will be this Sunday, September 24th, at 
9:15 a.m. in the break room on the first floor of the Parish Center. Interested in  
attending? Contact Val Rutterer at vrutterer@gmail.com or 314-494-8986 for  
questions or more information. 
  
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group 
The next meeting of our Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group will be this Sunday, 
August 27th at Noon in the Parish Center. For more information, please contact 
Ann Steffen, 314-313-0158.  

Fair Trade Sales next Sunday! 
 

Fair trade coffee, tea, chocolate and more will be available in the vestibule for purchase after the 8 am and 10:30 am 
Masses Sunday, October 1st. All sales support our sister parish, St. Peter Claver in Belize. 
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LIGHTWORKS  -  AN EXPERIENCE OF IGNATIAN PRAYER 
 

LIGHTWORKS is a “light form of work,” a series of limbering up exercises for the spirit.  Physical  
exercises build muscle, increase stamina, and develop flexibility. So LIGHTWORKS does for the spirit. These exer-
cises of prayer and reflection, build our relationship with God and help us become more aware of God’s 
presence in our lives. It consists of weekly group sessions.   
 

Participants are given scripture passages or reflections from the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius to pray 
over each week. These invite us into conversation with God about our lives. Then during the weekly  
session, there is sharing about these passages and a presentation. There are 16 weekly sessions with 8 
before Thanksgiving and 8 in the new year. LightWorks will be offered via Zoom on Monday evenings 
from 7:00 until 8:30, beginning on October 2. Flyers are now available at the doorways of the church.   
 

For more information, please contact Joseph Milner at 314-977-7305 or Joe@sfxstl.org. 

Living Our Faith: Meet Maureen 
(Note: this is the second of a series of profiles of parishioners to help us all get to 
know one another better. If you are interested in participating, or want to suggest 
we highlight a parishioner friend, contact Angela at angela@sfxstl.org.) 
 

Maureen Hoock 
 

I’ve been a parishioner since: August 1975, when I arrived on the SLU campus. 
College Church has been my spiritual home for 48 years.  
 

Living my faith: I’m a lector and Eucharistic minister, and chair the Social  
Connections Commission. Over the years, I’ve also taught religious  
education classes, been a cross bearer and sung in the choir.  
 

Why I’m involved: While lots of things in my life have changed, College 
Church has been a constant bedrock of my faith life. The Jesuits and many parishioners at College Church have been at 
my side when my husband joined the Church, when my boys were baptized, when my twin sister died. It is the center 
of many of our family’s holiday celebrations.  
 

Throughout this journey, I've made lifelong friendships and have been challenged to stretch and grow – both through 
the sacramental life of the Church and also through the Social Ministry. I’ve helped for years with Hot Stuff and Cold 
Stuff (summer and winter events for the unsheltered that provide food and opportunity to “shop” for clothing), and am 
involved in the racial justice work of the parish. It is a place where I feel valued as a woman. 
 

Three words that describe SFX: Faith, Friends, Home  
 

My neighborhood: Shrewsbury 
 

Fun facts: I’m a physical therapist and a massage therapist. I teach gross human anatomy at SLU through Adventures in 
Medicine and Science, a science/anatomy learning provider for students in grade 2 through high school, and their  
teachers.  
 

St. Francis Xavier’s parish family represents diverse backgrounds, ages and interests, with many immensely talented, deeply  
engaged, warm and welcoming parishioners. We come from all areas of the St. Louis region, including from over 80 zip codes. 
Learn more about our parish and how to become involved by calling (314) 977-7300 or visiting sfxstl.org. 

Maureen Hoock 
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Faith Enrichment Series 

Discernment of Gifts  
 

College Church is offering a four week series on Discernment of Gifts. Using principles of Ignatian  
Spirituality, we will take participants through a process of irst identifying their gifts and then beginning 
to discern how God might be calling them to best use their gifts. We will provide each participant with 
two tools: Strengths Finder 2.0 and a Spiritual Gifts inventory.  

The series will begin on Sunday, October 1 from 9:20 to 10:15am. It will continue on 
October 8, 15 and 29. Sessions will be held in the ballroom. Childcare is available. 

Please sign-up to attend. https://forms.gle/EbNyhsQZLQxzbrmk8 

 
Babysitting Available During Mass!      

 

We are so pleased to resume babysitting for children  
6 months to 4 years old during 10:30 a.m. Mass each Sunday. 

 

Location: Parish Center Nursery, located right behind the sacristy.  
 

Parents will sign-in and sign-out their children each Sunday.  
At this time, there is no need to pre-register.  

 

Please contact  Jennifer@sfxstl.org with questions. 
 

 

Did you know… 
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) has a conference at St. 
Francis Xavier? 
Organized locally, Vincen ans witness God’s love by embracing 
all works of charity and jus ce. The Society collaborates with 
others in relieving need and addressing its causes, making no 
dis nc on in those served because, in them, WE SEE THE FACE 
OF CHRIST.  
 

Did you know… 
The ves bule of church has a dona on box with the cap on: 
Remember the Poor. 100% of these dona ons are used in  
service by our SVdP volunteers. Our primary source of funding 
is dona ons from our parishioners. 
 

Did you know… 
In the past year, we have been receiving more large dollar  
requests, most o en to assist neighbors with housing costs.  
 

Join us! 
For more informa on, contact Chris Deason at 
mcdeason58@gmail.com. 



Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time September 24, 2023 10 

 

 
 

Dining Out for Seniors (and anyone else who wants to join us) 
 
Join us for Dining Out September 24th after the 10:30 Mass: At the Parkmoor, 220 W. Lockwood, 
Webster Groves, 63119. Breakfast & Lunch menu available. Plenty of free parking. Hosted by Bridget  
Brennan. To reserve a spot, email, text or call Bridget at: 314-313-0613 or joy@canainstitute.org   
RSVP by Sept. 21st. 

Saint Francis Xavier College Church  
Grand Night Gala 

at The Coronado  
Friday, November 17, 2023 

Save the Date! 
 

2023sfxgala.givesmart.com 
  
 

Auction items needed!  

�Stays at Summer or Vacation homes 

�Baseball, soccer or other sporting event 
tickets or paraphernalia 

�Tickets to a concert, play or other perfor-
mance 

�Restaurant or retail gift cards ($50 or 
more is ideal)  

�Group outings or experiences such as 
wine tastings  

�Bottles of wine or bourbon valued at $25 
or more 

�Family friendly items or experiences   

Contact:  
Jenny Crowe jennyrcrowe23@gmail.com.   

Mandela Exhibition 
Thank you to everyone who made it to last Sunday’s outing to the Mandela Exhibition at the St. Louis  
Science Center! Special thanks to Dick Fleming, for organizing this event, and to Winnie Sullivan and Lisa 
Burks, who led a discussion afterward over lunch.  
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Antiracism at College Church 
At College Church, antiracism is an expression of our recognition that all are created in the image of God. As 
such, we respond—personally and collectively— to the call to identify, and to actively challenge, structures and 
systems that devalue people on the basis of race, and to practice restoration in the pursuit of justice. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Quinceañera 
A quinceañera is a 
celebration of a 
girl's fifteenth 
birthday that is 
traditionally  
observed in Latin 
American cultures 
to mark her  
transition to  

adulthood. The term also refers to the young woman 
herself who has reached this age. Its origins date back to 
the 1500s in the Mesoamerican societies of Central and 
South America. Customs of the indigenous people were 
blended with the Catholic faith of the Spaniards, creating 
a ceremony that confirmed a girl’s readiness for  
marriage. Over time, the significance of the event has 
evolved from a focus solely on marriage to the  
commencement of adulthood.   
 

The celebration of quince años may take many forms, 
however, there are some characteristics most have in 
common. Typically, the day begins with a religious  
service—traditionally that is a Catholic Mass. In addition 
to her family and godparents, the young woman is  
accompanied by fifteen young men and women of her 
choice. The Mass is an expression of gratitude to God 
for the blessings the family has received and for the life 
of the young woman. She will receive a special blessing, 
a Bible, and a rosary indicating the piety expected in her 
adult life. A bouquet of flowers will be placed at the feet 
of the statue of the Virgin Mary and the young woman 
will receive a tiara—symbolizing that she is a daughter 
of God.  These are reminders of her cultural heritage 
and the importance of her spiritual life. 
 

There are other rituals that express the transition to 
adulthood. For example, the quinceañera may present 
one of her dolls to a younger sister or relative. She 
might also pass down a rosary from her First  
Communion. One of the most enduring traditions is the 
formal gown worn by the quinceañera. Originally the 
dress would be white or pink, but today many different 
colors and styles are worn. The design chosen may  
reflect the family’s cultural heritage and include colorful 
patterns. Of course, after Mass there is a fiesta that will 
likely include dinner, music, and dancing. 
 

Preparation for a quinceañera celebration involves more 

than party planning. It is an expectation of the Catholic 
Church that the young woman has received the  
Sacraments of Initiation—Baptism, First Communion, 
and Confirmation—or is preparing to do so. The  
Archdiocese of St. Louis also offers a day-long retreat to 
help the young person reflect on the meaning of this 
event in her life and her new roles within her culture, 
her family, and her church. 
 

The celebration of quinceañera is also viewed as an  
affirmation of the gift of women as a blessing to the 
Church. In the Hispanic community, it is traditionally 
women who hand on the faith—organizing feast days, 
creating the family altar within the home, and offering 
prayers for the living and the dead. The blessing of the 
Quince Años recognizes this historic role of women as 
evangelizers and teachers of faith. 
 

Yom Kippur – Jewish Day of Atonement 
For ten days after Rosh Hashanah, Jews reflect on their 
lives over the past year. They believe that God keeps 
something like a “book of life” for each person and 
enters judgments into those books. So each person 
spends Yom Kippur atoning for their sins because 
when that day ends those books are sealed. Thus, Yom 
Kippur is the last chance to change God’s judgment by 
repentance and making amends. Together, Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur are known as the Jewish 
High Holy Days. 
 

Even Jews who do not observe other religious customs 
take Yom Kippur seriously. No work is allowed on 
Yom Kippur. Jews also fast from food and drink from 
sunset when Yom Kippur begins (this year Sept. 24) 
until nightfall when it ends (Sept. 25). In addition, the 
Talmud prohibits other activities such as anointing 
one's body with cosmetics, wearing leather, or  
engaging in sexual relations. People often wear white 
all day, a reminder that our sins “shall be made white 
as snow” (Is. 1:18).  
 

Much of the holiday is spent at the synagogue. Services 
begin in the morning and continue until about 3 PM. 
People return for evening services that continue until 
nightfall. In the service that begins Yom Kippur Jews 
ask God to annul all personal vows made such as "If I 

Continued on next page 
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pass this test, I'll pray every day for 6 months!" This is because Jews consider themselves bound to such vows even if 
made under duress.  
 

Most important is the confession of the community’s sins, emphasizing communal responsibility for sin. This  
confession has two parts: a general list (we have been aggressive, slanderous...), and a specific list (for sin committed 
willingly, or by acting callously...) Most sins mentioned involve speech which Jews consider very serious (offensive 
speech, slander, etc.). There's also a catch-all confession: "Forgive us the breach of positive commands and negative 
commands, whether or not they involve an act, whether or not they are known to us." 
 

The day’s final service lasts about an hour. The ark where the Torah is kept is open throughout, thus participants 
stand the whole time. This service is referred to as “the closing of the gates” because it is the last chance to get in a 
good word before the holiday ends. The service concludes with a very long blast of the shofar, followed by a sense 
of relief, and joyous singing and dancing. — Source: Judaism 101 website 
 

Significant Figures in Racial History This Week 
Althea Gibson – Died September 28, 2003, in East Orange, NJ. In 1956, Gibson became the first African American to 
win a Grand Slam tennis title. The following two years she won Wimbledon and the US Nationals and was named 
Female Athlete of the Year by the Associated Press. In total, she won 11 Grand Slam tournaments, both singles and 
doubles. In the 1960s she was the first Black competitor on the Women's Professional Golf Tour. 
 

Gwendolyn (Gwen) Ifill – Born September 29, 1955, in New York. Ifill was a journalist and political analyst. She be-
came the first African American woman to host a nationally televised  public affairs program: Washington Week in 
Review, on PBS. She also co-anchored the PBS NewsHour from 2013 until her death. She served on several Boards 
of Directors and authored a best-selling book, “The Breakthrough: Politics and Race in the Age of Obama.” Ifill died 
of cancer in 2016 at age 61.  
 

Current and Upcoming Events 
September 24  11:00 am – 5:00 pm  The Greater St. Louis Hispanic Festival will be held in Soulard Park at 7th and 
Lafayette Ave. All are welcome to attend and celebrate the culture and heritage of Hispanic nations represented in St. 
Louis.  Activities will include music, food, dance, crafts, and information.  Admission is free.  Funds raised will support 
scholarships for college-bound students and children in need.  For more information, see:   
hispanicfestivalstl.com/event 
 

September 24 2:30 pm  Voices of St. Alphonsus Concert at the Cathedral Basilica. Enjoy an afternoon of moving  
spiritual and gospel music performed by the choir of the St. Alphonsus Liguori (Rock) Catholic Church. Doors open 
one hour before performance. Admission is free. 
 

October 7 and October 14  9:45 am – 1:00 pm  The Black History Bus Tour, led by Fr. Gerry Kleba, shares some of 
the concealed stories of our racial history and deepens understanding of systemic racism in St. Louis.  The tours leave 
St. Cronan's Church, 1202 S. Boyle Ave, 63110 at 9:45 and will return at 1 pm.  The cost of the tour is $10.00 to be 
paid the day of the event. There is one stop in the middle of the tour at a service station for rest rooms and refresh-
ments.  Participants are invited to bring a lunch and stay for further discussion. If you would like to reserve a spot, send 
your name, email address, and phone # to Paul Loida at Paul.Loida@Bayer.com 
 

For more information, or to become part of antiracism ministries at College Church, contact Winnie 
Sullivan penultim@swbell.net or Lisa Burks lmburks60@gmail.com.  

Interested in Learning about the Catholic Faith? 
 

If you would like to learn more about the Catholic Church, its beliefs and practices, you are invited to contact Joseph 
Milner, 314-977-7305 or joe@sfxstl.org. 

 

Continued from previous page  
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Identity = Dignity 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the recent 
“Identity = Dignity” presentation sponsored by the College 
Church Advocacy Committee. Participants were invited to 
walk with “two feet of love in action”, recognizing the  
of both providing direct assistance and seeking systemic  
solutions to issues of identification access.  
 
First, volunteers from the College Church Birth Certificate 
and ID program shared a story with those sitting at their table 
highlighting the barriers to getting official identification faced by guests of the program.  Guests of the Birth 
Certificate and/ID program face hurdles such as a lack of permanent address, funds, transportation, and 
more. Guests come from a variety of backgrounds and are sometimes unhoused, recently incarcerated,  
survivors of intimate partner violence, or facing other challenges. Without official identification documents 
employment, housing, social services and medical care are out of reach. 

 
The second element of the “Identity=Dignity” presentation 
was an overview of College Church’s Advocacy Committee 
which works on systemic issues that marginalized individuals 
face in obtaining documents for identification. The program 
ended with a Call to Action to join in this dignity centered 
work.  Pledge cards were handed out that listed nine  
possible action opportunities for attendees to indicate their 
commitment to putting their own two feet of love into  
action.  Additional pledge cards will be available at the back 
of College Church and soon online.  Please consider filling 
out a pledge card and joining us in this work. 

“Living Our Faith” Program 
 
Over the next few weeks, you will be hearing about the upcoming “Living Our 
Faith” Program at St. Francis Xavier College Church. This effort, together with 
the Gala you have read about elsewhere in the bulletin, is part of our overall 
stewardship efforts. We, as a parish family, have changed so many lives in our 
community! In order to continue our mission and ministries, we encourage all 
parishioners to spend time in prayer and discussion with your family reflecting 
on the work we do.  
 
Our special Commitment Weekend will be celebrated on October 7 & 8. If 
you have any questions regarding the “Living Our Faith” Program, please feel 
free to contact Angela Pancella, our Director of Stewardship, at  
angela@sfxstl.org or 314-977-7304. 
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Bulletin Articles   
Email bulletin articles to Angela Pancella at  

angela@sfxstl.org before Thursday at noon 10 
days before the bulletin date. 

September 23-24, 2023 

SLU FAMILY AND ALUMNI WEEKEND 
Saturday  
5:15 pm  Fr. McMahon, SJ 
 
Sunday 
8:00 am  Fr. Redding, SJ 
  
 

10:30 am   Fr. Redding, SJ 
Campus Ministry’s choir will lead our music 
at our 10:30 liturgy. We will welcome MANY 
alumni and families of students at this mass. 
 

September 30-October 1, 2023 
Saturday   
5:15 pm  Fr. Redding, SJ 
 

Sunday 
8:00 am  Fr. McMahon, SJ 
   

10:30 am        Fr. McMahon, SJ 

Circle of Creation Green Corner�

Blessing of the Animals: Sponsored by the  
Circle of Creation Committee of St. Francis Xavier 
College Church and St. Mark’s Lutheran (ELCA) 
Church on Saturday, October 7th at 10:00 
AM at the southwest corner of Forest Park at Skinker Blvd and 
Clayton Rd. As part of our celebration of the Season of Creation, 
all are invited to bring an animal to the prayer service or a photo 
of an animal you cannot bring, a photo of an endangered species, 
or a photo of a deceased, beloved animal companion. 
 

Register today for the zoom Prayer Service for the Season of 
Creation on Monday, September 25, at 6:30 PM Central 
Time organized by the Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of  
Perpetual Health and Franciscans For Earth. Further information 
and registration is found here: fsolph.org/events 
 

Fall 2023 Franciscans For Earth Eco-Series film series 
schedule and registration is available at fsolph.org/events. These 
films are available via Zoom and are scheduled at 6:30 PM Central 
Time on the 2nd Tuesday of each of the months September,  
October, and November. 
 

St. Louis Aquarium Foundation in collaboration with Great 
Rivers Greenway sponsors Revamping the Riverfront on  
September 25 to prevent plastic pollution from entering the 
Mighty Mississippi and, eventually, our oceans. For more  
information and to register: https://greatriversgreenway.org/
grgevent/volunteer-revamp-the-riverfront-with-st-louis-aquarium-
foundation-and-great-rivers-greenway/ 
 

Climate Action Plan and Renewable Energy Presentation 
is offered by the Eastern MO Group of the Sierra Club on Thurs-
day, Sept. 28, at 7:00 PM at the Forest Park Visitors Center.  
More information and registration https://act.sierraclub.org/
events/.  
 

Lights Out to Save Birds by Stephanie Todd  
(reprinted https://www.sierraclub.org/missouri/eastern-missouri) Every 
year millions of birds die during migration due to artificial lights. 
Most birds migrate at night to save energy and avoid predators, 
using the moon and stars to navigate. Artificial lights disorient 
birds and cause them to circle lights until they die from exhaus-
tion or hit something, like a building. St. Louis is the 5th deadliest 
city for birds during spring migration and 6th for fall Migration. 
You can help save birds! Turn off outdoor lights during peak mi-
gration periods, September and May. If you must have lights on,  
mitigate their detrimental effects by shielding them so they do not 
shine up into the sky and turn them off by 11:00 pm. The Missouri 
Sierra Club is a partner in Lights Out Heartland https://
lightsoutheartland.org/. 
 

Visit the College Church Circle of Creation Committee’s Green 
Corner on the Parish website to keep up to date on resources 
related to caring for creation: https://sfxstl.org/circleofcreation 

This Sunday’s Scripture Readings: 
 

First Reading: 
Isaiah 55:6-9  
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18  
 

Second Reading: 
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a  
 

Gospel: 
Matthew 20:1-16a  

College Church Accessibility 
 

As a reminder, assistive listening devices are 
available for our liturgies. Please let the ushers 
know if you would like to use one. 

Online Giving Available 
 

https://www.osvhub.com/sfxstl/ 
 

Thank you for your gift! 
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